Weather & Seasons:
18th Century South Carolina
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‘*‘ Much of Coloﬁtat Amerrca faced outbreaks of drsease
Carollna s enivronment played a direct role in the frequency
% ~and severrty of the outbreaks they faced

= —— -
- - B — = L e—— i%“’ = T . el .

Northern coIonraI crtles I|ke o
~tropical and subtroprcal “The air of ~Philadelphia, saw an end to
. climates, yellow fever this Country ep|dem|cs sooner because

;appeared In port cities I|ke 1s healthy.” cold weather k|IIs mosqurtoes L

Cha’-" s Town, Port Royah ~John Oldmixon

Found Iargely in

r%

r £,

and Georgetown historian, 1708

* Massachusetts Reverend Cotton Mather called Yllow Fever
— the “horrible plague of Barbados” that killed “all the

mrnrstersof Charlestown « includrng h|s uncIe
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The 1699 yellow
fever outbreak

Sickly Season:
Charles T.own’s Escap'ing D-isease

population.
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In the summer and early fall of 18th century —— P @
Charles Town, yellow fever and malaria ran > mt’”ﬁtt{t“g
rampant as mosquitoes thrived in the standing o o,
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water of the rice plantations. The colonists ' Vi
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called these months the “sickly season.” orimosn Q@ Nkl 17051805
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During this time, the wealthy planters left their § =~ /& ™ © o ol
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plantation homes in the country in favor of the swevsrer]  Osocen 100 T e i
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beach, the mountains, or their homes In mgg oo 700515008 (3Brunswic, 18005
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downtown Charles Town where the wind and o ﬁb
salt water kept the mosquitoes away. Some i '
Carolinians escaped north to towns like
Newport, Rhode Island in such large droves Map of Colonial and U.S.Yellow

that the locals nicknamed it “The Carolina Fever deaths from 1693-1905.
Hospital.” Courtesy of CDC.gov
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The visitation of this epidemic, extends from July

November, but 1s most ripe in August and S ptt*ltlt_-*t:r-_'!' NOt everyOne COUId escape the threats
g b wing Vakte i giveh iy Dir. Biiboit, weid provis b trét of the “sickly season.” The poor and the
RS g ivnr L el quljoe enslaved remained in the dangerous
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* The detaled particulars of the vellow fever in Charleston in the SEeaSO0ons. Many plantel’S belleved that
vear 1802, mav serve as a sample of it i other seascns.  The whole

mitmber of deaths from that disease'in that vear was 96. ‘OF these, enslaved Africans had immunity to these
".'-'l"lll-'ll':lt{ pace 1n "t:j_'Tl":-“.:‘Z, BIXLY fonr in :.:':'r-'J'i-':=‘|t|.|JI"E'. iii'll'l.-il.i.'l"'_'!: i Oe- diseases because they did nOt appear aS

tober. In the whole number there was not a smele native of Charles-

oo, thotgh Ove of therm were born in South, and one in North Cas susceptible. Science partially supports this
oluna 3 twenty-one were born 1 England, twenty in the northern

glales, lliil'!"FE!t‘rl i -|1't-]:1r||1.1 |-il_-h[ L1 “--:'IH:-EI_'I,_ #t-'..-tn- in Scotland., five bellef aS many WeSt Afrlcans Were eXpOSed
i e B it a e cne n Seaaie e to these viruses as children and therefore,
South Carolinians kept track of the . . .
weather to escape the “sickly season.” [RUENV have immunity. Afrlcans also have a
Atlas of the State of South Carolina, higher percentage of the sickle-cell trait

1825 by Robert Mills and malaria does not bind to sickle-cells.

\IFf given the opportunity to escape,
would you?




