Robert Mills,
America’s First Architect

Born in Charleston in 1781,
Robert Mills trained with
White House architect,
James Hoban. In 1820, Mills
returned to South Carolina
and designed courthouses,
jails, and the Lunatic Asylum
in Columbia.

Fire keeps me warm, F
gives me light, and helps

me cook my food.
Fire can also be dangerous.

Between 1804 and 1833, Robert Mills designed
and built at least six structures in the Charleston
area.
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Charleston’s William
Pinckney founded the
first fire insurance
company in the




